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to withdraw. Genji had arranged to sleep that night in
the Eastern Wing. He sat up a long while talking to the
Lady from the Village of Falling Flowers. ' Did you not
think to-day/ he said,' that Prince Sochi was immeasurably
superior to any of the other visitors ? His appearance is
of course not particularly in his favour. But there is
something in his manners and mode of address which I
at any rate find very attractive. I was able recently to
observe him on an occasion when he had no reason to believe
that he was being watched, and came to the conclusion that
those who so loudly praise Ms wit and ingenuity have
no idea what constitutes his real charm/ 'I know that
he is your younger brother/ she answered; * but he
certainly looks considerably older than you. I am told
that he has visited here very frequently during the last
few months. But as a matter of fact I had not till to-day
once set eyes on him since I saw him years ago when my
sister was at Court, I confess I then had no idea that he
would tunx out so well as he has done. In those days it
was his younger brother, the Viceroy of Tsukushi, whom I
used to admire. But I see now that he had not the same
princeliness of air and carriage which you rightly attribute
to Prince Sochi/ He saw that, brief as was the time she
had spent in Prince Sochi's company that day, she had
already completely succumbed to his charms. He smiled,
but did not draw her on into a general discussion of his
guests and their merits or defects. He had always had a
great dislike of those who cannot mention an acquaintance
without immediately beginning to pick his character to
pieces and make him seem utterly contemptible. When
he heard the Lady from the Village of Falling Flowers
going into raptures over Prince Higekuro, he did indeed
find it hard not to disillusion her, particularly as he was
just then beginning to be somewhat alarmed lest this